
Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 2 (2/6/2022) 

 Sometimes we try to accomplish a good thing and we see the hand of a saboteur in the 

result.  In our daily good efforts, humans may sew weeds also called “cockle” into the good 

wheat we are trying to grow.  The enemy - the Devil himself - may seek to poison our soil or to 

introduce his own brand of weeds into the mix.  Let us look at our response to this 

“contamination” of what we are trying to do or accomplish.  How would Our Lord wish us to 

respond? 

 The first thing that we must ask ourselves at the beginning the question that was posed by 

the Lord in the parable today: Sir, didn’t thou not sew good seed in thy field?  A simple question 

that we may overlook.  When asked this question, we may automatically want to say “yes, of 

course I did.”  We resit the suggestion that the plan we have put in place, the idea we have had, 

the path we are going down is not the right one.  Whenever we are upset by the obstruction of 

our plans, perhaps we could word this question this way for our reflection: “Didst thou sew good 

seed in thy field?”  It is possible that we have set off on a project not of the Lord’s design, but 

our own.  It is possible that our pride; in our own certainty in our correctness; in our assurance in 

our own self-sufficiency we have planted a field that the Lord has not desired.  Should the Lord 

Himself not refuse to water such seed, should he not withhold the warmth of the sun from 

causing our false plants to grow.  If one is praying to the Lord and offering oneself to Him then 

that is exactly what we should suspect - for the faithful person prays “Thy will be done” (and 

means it) - the faithful would want God starve our bad seed of life.  The deeply sinful person, 

who does not trust in the Lord, will see their weeds grow no matter what - they do not ask for the 

Lord to restrain their evil and He does not.  If we turn our life over to the Lord and ask God to 

intervene in our plans - and then they do not grow - perhaps we have sewed the wrong seed and 

must reevaluate what we are doing. 

 But if we have sewed well, and the Lord appears to be watering the field - there is still the 

possibility of tampering from a source that is not the Lord.  So how do we handle this?  Well Our 

Lord cautions us in the parable against trying to pull the weeds up by our own power.  We may 

be tempted to attack the other person, we may be tempted to try to tear down what they are doing 

using malicious means, we may work to slander them - this only turns our wheat into a new kind 



of cockle.  We really do not have to do this.  If the individual who is tampering is a faithful 

individual - the Lord will stop watering their weeds in response to their prayers.  If they are not 

faithful - He will continue to water the good seed (along with the weeds) until a later time when 

He Himself will sort it out.  We can be assured of this intervention from the Lord who promises 

to send the reapers to sort all out in the harvest. 

 We just may have a hard time waiting for the Lord to do His work.  There may be good 

reasons why He is not starving the weeds immediately.  Perhaps it is because we need to learn to 

strive towards the sunlight of God harder, and the Lord is pushing us to this.  Just like the wheat 

plant would need to struggle to the sun to get out of the shade of the weed - for the faithful 

person, adversity only prompts us to grow towards the Lord more quickly.  It may also be that for 

some reason, that we do not know, the presence of the evil is necessary (as in the parable the man 

will not allow the cockle to be pulled up because it will take the wheat with it).  We should be 

focused on striving to the Lord, to stay out of the shadow of the weeds - to just seek to do the 

Lord’s will and grow - and let the weeds strangle themselves off (which often does happen).  We 

would do well to follow the guidance of St. Paul in our dealings with any individual - those who 

are supportive of us, or those who are tearing down what we are building: Put ye on therefore … 

mercy, benignity, humility, modesty, patience: bearing with one another and forgiving one 

another [and] above all these things have charity which is he bond of perfection.   

 It is this charity that we can loose sight of when dealing with an adversary.  The love that 

the Lord calls us to hold for all people extends event to those who are messing with our plans.  

The surest way to deal with such weeds in our field is to show love, to draw the person in love to 

the Lord that they may sincerely pray themselves that the Lord’s will be done, to show kindness 

and love - not triumphal happiness - when their weeds being to devour and choke themselves off.  

We are to be kind, benign, merciful, and loving - responding with courage to the challenges the 

weeds present - yet letting the Lord be the one who sorts out the weeds from the wheat … for in 

the final harvest it is the Lord who will be the one who passes judgement.


